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Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century Announces National 

Summit on Mass Incarceration and Social Justice in Kansas City, MO 

Houston, TX – August 9, 2024 – Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century 

(SBC21) is proud to announce its Biennial National Summit on Mass Incarceration and 

Social Justice, taking place from October 3-5, 2024, at St. James United Methodist 

Church in Kansas City, Missouri. A special pre-summit intensive is scheduled for 

October 2, offering additional in-depth training and discussions for attendees. 

The 2024 Summit theme, “Healing Communities, Transforming Lives,” underscores 

the urgent need to address the systemic issues surrounding mass incarceration while 

fostering community healing and empowerment. The Summit is the premiere conference 

to equip pastors, clergy leaders, laypersons, individuals directly and indirectly impacted 

by incarceration, and the broader community with best practices and real time teaching to 

aid churches to revitalize communities, restore families and engage congregations. 

“This summit is a critical opportunity for us to come together as a faith community 

and address the deep-seated issues that continue to harm our communities,” said Dr. 

Michael L. Bowie, Jr., National Executive Director for SBC21. “By centering the voices 

of those directly impacted by mass incarceration, we are not only advocating for 

justice but also paving the way for true healing and transformation.” 

The summit will feature a series of workshops, panels, plenary and keynote sessions led 

by experts, advocates, and those with lived experience in the criminal justice system. 

Attendees will explore topics such as criminal justice reform, plugging the pipeline to 

prison, reentry challenges, the role of the church in hope, healing and transformation, 

social justice, and the unique impact of incarceration on women and girls. 

“Hosting this summit at St. James United Methodist Church is both an honor and a 

calling,” said Dr. Emanuel Cleaver III, Host Pastor. “We are committed to creating a 

space where dialogue, learning, and healing occurs. This is a pivotal moment for our 

community, and we are excited to be at the forefront of this movement.” 

Registration for the National Summit on Mass Incarceration and Social Justice is now 

open. The fee of $199 includes summit materials, select meals, and access to all sessions. 

Early registration is encouraged, as space is limited. 
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To register, sponsor or for more information, visit www.sbc21.org or contact 

cdandridge@sbc21.org.  

About Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century (OSJT): 

SBC21 is a national ethnic plan of The United Methodist Church focused on supporting 

and strengthening Black churches in their mission to serve and uplift their communities. 

Through leadership development, community engagement, and advocacy, the SBC21 

Office of Social Justice and Transformation seek to empower churches to be catalysts for 

change for persons impacted by mass incarceration. 
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